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HewITT INQUIRY EXHIBIT NoO. 36

Sep 9, 1941,
[1H] o
Op-12B-2-djm
(SC)A16/EF12
Serial 098912
D-33956
Secret
From: The Chief of Naval Operations.
To: The Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet.
Subject: The U. S. Pacific Fleet Operating Plan, Rainbow No. 5 (Navy Plan
0-1, Rainbow No. 5) WPPac—46, review and acceptance of.
Reference: (a) CinCPac Secret let. Serial 064\ of 25 July, 1941.
1. The Chief of Naval Operations has reviewed subject Plan and accepts it.
2. The urgency of delivery of this document is such that it will not reach the
addressee in time by the next available officer courier. The originator therefore
authorizes the transmission of this document by registered mail within the conti-
nental limits of the United States.
H. R. STARK.
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WHEN NO LONGER REQUIRED FOK ACTION OR IMMEDIATE REFERENCE PLEASE
RETURN ATTACHED DOCUMENT(S) TO ROOM 2055, OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL
OPERATIONS.

IF IT IS DESIRED TO RETAIN ATTACHED DOCUMENT(S) INDEFINITELY PLEASE
REMOVE ORIGINAL OF THIS ROUTING AND TRANSFER SLIP AND RETURN SAME TO
ROOM 2055, OFFICE OF C. N. O.
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UNITED STATES FLEET
U. S. PENNSYLVANIA, Flagship

PrarL Hargor, T. H., July 25, 1941.
CinC File No.
Al16/WPPac—46(16)
Serial 064W
Secret
From: Commander-in-Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet,
Tao: The Chief of Naval Operations.
Subject: U. S. Pacific Fleet Operating Plan—Rainbow Five (WPPac—46).
Reference: (a) WPIL-46.
Enclosure: (A) Six (6) copies of WPPac—46, registered numbers 1 to 6 inclusive.

1. As required by reference (a), the subject Plan is submitted herewith for
approval.

2. In order that the task force commanders of the U. S. Pacific Fleet might
have a basis for planning, and for action in case of an early outbreak of war, this
Plan has been distributed prior to its approval by the Chief of Naval Operations.

3. The Plan required by paragraph 8215 a.2 of reference (a) will be submitted
when completed.

4. Plans for other operations are under investigation and will be submitted as
they are developed.

5. This 0-1 Plan is the best that this command has been able to evolve for
carrying out the tasks assigned in the Basic Plan. Every investigation of pro-
spective operations among the Japanese Mandated Islands shows that risk of
serious damage from enemy submarines and shore-based aircraft must be in-
curred. The Commander-in-Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet finds himself severely handi-
capped for any such operations, hecause of the limited forces made available to
him, particularly by the small number of destroyers and other anti-submarine
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vessels, and the lack of transports and a properly trained and equipped marine
force.

6. If this Plan is put into effect in whole or in part the actual conduct of any
particular operation must be adjusted to accord with the situation actually ex-
isting and the forces actually available.

: H. E. Kimmel

H. E. KIMMEL.
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